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WAS DFFERED FOR VHE REMAIES OF THE JWO AMERICANS. ME.
INSIRUATED THE OFFER G MONEY §AS BEIHG USED 7O CREATE
DIVISION BETWEEN THE PEQPLE OF THE AREA: ABD THE MOREY
WOULD OHLY SERVE TO CREATE HORE RUKORS SMEARIMG IKNOCENT
PEOPLE. CIFUEXTES REFUSED T0 PASS HEWS OF TUE REVARD T0

R JAUBIL HAY A8

FN AMENBASSY GUATEHALA

10 SECSTATE WASHDC g632
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SUBJECT: SLAKE FRNILY VISITS HUERUETENAKGO:
SCHOCLTEACHER ACCUSES WILSTARY OF COVER UP

REF: GQUATEMALA BS131 AWB PREVIOUS

[
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L (0 POLOFF ACCONPANIED KESSRS, RICHARD BLAKE AND
RMDY BLAKE, FATHER AHD BROTHER OF DISAPPEARED AMERICAR
NICROLAS SLAKE: T0 KUEMUETERANCO MAY 4, THE BLAKES MET
ZONE COMNANDER GENERAL ROBERTO MATR GALVEZ AND» LATER
JAHES ESLESON AND JUSTO MARTINED, WHILE THE SLAKES
SPOXE TO MATHs POLOFF SPOXE WiTR VICENTE CIEUERTES
LOPEZs & PAC MEMBER ALLEGEOLY IHVSLVED 1M THE RHERICANS’
: BURDER, CIFUE ARY EHOVLEDGE OF THE
DISAPPERRARCE. CCUSED THE MILITARY OF

COVERIKG UP TRE RHD OF COACHING WITNESSES 10
THE ALLEGED MURDER OF THE TWO AMERICANS. EHD SUMHARY,
HInn
MEET GENERAL MATA
HEHHH T

4, Q) POLOFF ACCOMPANIED ¥R RICHARD BLAXE. FATHER OF
DISAPPEARED AMERECAK JOURNALIST NICHOLAS BLAXE: AND 815
SOK RARDY YO HUEHUETEMANGO MAY 4. THE BLAKES SPOKE WITH
HILITATY ZONE COMHANDER ROSERTO MATA CALVEZ FOR
APPROXINATELY RINETY MINUTES. MATA EXPRESSED 41§ SORROM
FOR THE DISAPPEARANCE AMD PROMISED 7O AID 1M AHY WAY
POSSIBLE IX THE INVESTICATION. KATA, RESPONDIKG T0 &
QUESTION PGSED BY RICHARD BLAXE, STATED THAT: IN KIS
OP|MI0Ks THE THO DISAPPEARED NHER{CANS WERE DEAD, NATA
POINTED QUT THAT WO ORE HELD HOSTAGES WATHOUT REVEALING
TRE {HFORMATION OR OFFERING AR EXCHANGE, WE ALSO
$STIRESSED TRAT THE GUERRILLA LACKED THE RESOURCES TG KOLD
PRISORERS FOR SUCK & PROTRACTED PERICD,

g e e e i,
PAC MCMBER DENIES XNOVLEDCE OF MURDER Ok OISAPPEARANCE
L T T T N A T

1. W1 WHILE THE BLAKES KET MATA: POLOFF SPOKE WiTR
VICENIE CIFUEKTES LOPELs A PAC MEMBER ALLETEDLY [KVOLVED
IN TEE NURDER OF BLAXC ARD DAUIS. CIFUENTES OENIED AMY
KNOVLEDGE OF THE DISAPPEARANCE: CLAIHING EE HAD NEUER
VISITED EITHER LAS NRJADAS Ok EL LEAKO. CIFRERIES ALSO
OERIED HE HAD EVER BEEK THE SECOND 1K COMMAND OF THE LAS
MAJADAS PAC: SAYING WE HAD SERVED IN HIS HOME OF QUILER
NOUILLO QLY AS & PATROLLER AHD DENIED SERVING 1 THE
EAS MAJADAS PAC. CIFUENTES CLAIMED YE RAR NEVER EVEK
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4, 0N CEFUENTES REACTED STRONGLY WHEN TOLD A REWAR

GUATEK 95581 QB OF W
HEARD OF THE T3 DESAPPEARED AMERICANS. p

THE PEOPLE OF H1% VILEAGE: CLALKING HE ¥OULD BE

SUSPECTED OF BEING THE DUPL OF OUTSIBERS IF XE DID.

(COMKERT:  CONGFFS INTERVIEWED A VICENTE CAFUERTES N

LAS KAIADAS |N APRIL 1985. POLOFF 1§ CERTAIN THAT

CIFUENTES LIED THROUGRQUT THIS INTERVIEW. WHEN ASKED,

CIFUENTES ADMITTED THAT HE XMEW OF KO ONE ELSE IN THE

AREA WETH THE SAME WAME. CIFUEHTES' STRONG REACTIUR 3
WHER TOLD OF THE REWARD SEENMS 7C [RDICATE XE KNOMSHORE =
THAN HE PROTESTS» AHD THAT SOHE, DISCORD EXISTS AMONG THE BU’
RESIDERTS GF THE AREA NOW THAT HMEY 1§ BEING DAYRED === =\

FOR INFORMATIOR. END CONKENT. l ' ':;:Ia- -
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HURDERED B[AKi m awls —AtSO IEBUSED HIE

KIL{TARY OF COVERING UP THE TR ; EN QUESTECMED, H

{_J:]ADHITIEB THAT, GCORDING T0 ms snuacis. W
HILITARY HAD HOT BEEN DIRECTLY INVOLVED 1M THE ALLEGED
HURDER, HE STATEB THAT THE EL LLANO PAC HAD CORTAGTED
TRE ARMY DETACHHENT IN LAS MAJADAS FOR INSTRU
CONCERKING BLAKE AND DRVIS. TOWRSPEOPLE Tol B6
THAY THE DEVACHHEAT I TURN CORTACTED KILITAR
HEADQUARTERS K HUEHUETEWAMGO WHICH HAD RESPONDED: “YOU
DEGIDE ("NIREN [0 QUE HACEW").™ THE MILITARY {NSTRUCTED

THE TOWNSPEOPLE TO TAXE THE RMERICAMS OUT OF THE
HUEHUETERARCG MILITARY ZOXE IKTO KE{GHBOR{MG QUICHE

DEPARTMERT. PAC HEHBERS E QECISI0N T KILL
THE AMERICAHS: ACCORDING ALTHOU
HIEITARY ¥AS NOT RESPONSI KILLNGS:
ACCUSED THEM OF GOUERINS UP THE CRIME AND CON

MITHESSES 18 RESPONDIER 1O FB{ IRVESTICATOR AMb

EHBOFFS. RE ARGUED THAT THE MILITARY BELIEVED THE
RESCLUTIOR OF THIS CASE WOULD CONTRIBHTE YEI AGAIR 10

iTS EHAGE &S & NUNAH RIGHTS OFFERDER: EVEN iF REGULAR
HILITARY HAD NOT POLLED THE TRICGER.

6. don PROMISED 70 FIND & VILLAGER W40 HAD B6
REPUTEDLY TELPED WORY THE BODIES AND OFFERED 10

ASCORPAA G THE PLACE WNERE THEY NERE FINALLY

BERIED. CLAINED THE BORAL $ITEs “EL BS
CARPAMERTT: PROXIKATELY THREE AHD s

FROK UUEHUETENAKGO BY FOUR, VHEEL BRIVE. Hﬁ
PRONISED T0 KEEP I¥ TOUCK WITH POLOFF.

L g
REGIORAL PAC COMSAKDER PROMISES T0 AIb SEARCH
L S O T I T T

I WO PN RETURNING TO GUATEMALR CETY. 1TE BLAKES
HET WITH REGLOHAL PAC COMHANDER, FELIPE ALBA. ALBA
BESCRIBED GEHERAL CORDITIONS IN THE COURTRYSIDE DURING
THE TIKE OF THE DISAPPEARMMEE, AE ADMITIED IT WA$
POSSIBLE GIVIL PATROLLERS KILLED THE AMERICANS: FE!R!NC
THEY WERE. GUERRILLR SYNPATRIZERS.
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PACE. 12 OF B GUATER - assm ls 5 Mo
3 s. Qom. ALk Tolb T4E BLAKES THAT HE ¥AD TRAYLLED
EftrL u}u ﬂ:’ LLAHO AMD DISCUSSED THE DISAPPEARANCE
;Hm RESIDENTS.  WE GLAINED ME 4aD mscouma M
1NDIV{DUAL YHO ADHITTED KNGWING SOMETHIRG ABOYT TH
DISAPPEARANCE: BUT THAT PERSON WAS TOO AFRAID 10 rnwms
ANY DETAILS WHALE IN THE VILLACE. ALHR SAID E HAD
IHUITED HIX TO VISIT CRIANTLA (ALBAS HOKETOWD IR THE
HOPES THAT WE WOULD SPEAE MOXE FREFLY. TUE BLAKTS
FORMALLY ASKED ALBA TO AID TAEM X RECOVERING THE
REFRIHS AND ALBA RESPONDED POSITIVELY,
Hifi
CORNENT
i

8. ) POST KOTES THERE MAS BEEH A GREAT DENL OF
NOVEHENT IN LIS CASE I THE LAST TS0 KONTHS: EVER SINCE

THE ML ITARY PROVIDE {XDIVIDUALS FoR
QUESTIORIRG. ACCUSRTEON THAT THE MILITARY I$
COUERLNG UP HS A BIT STRONG, SEVERAL

YEARS AGO, THE BLAKES PUBLICLY ACCUSED THE MIEITARY €F
HSURDERING THE Ti0 ANERICANS ANO IT NOULD SEEK THE aRMY
BOULD RELISH THE OPPORTUNITY YO FOIST RESPGNSIBILITY FoR
THE ALLEGED NURDERS ERON ITS SHOULOERS TO THOSE OF WHE
CIVIL PATROLLERS, THE MILETARY HAS BEEK COOPERATIVE IK
THE IKVESTIGATION RECENTLYs ALBEAT WITHOUT TAKIKG AN
ACTI¥E ROLE.

} EMBOFFS ARE COMHUNICATING WITR ALBA

AND WILL PROVIDE DEPARTHENT AND THE 81
A T NEW IKFORNATCON, IF MARTEMEZ CAN FIND ONE OF
THE PEOPLE WHO BURIED THE BODIES: AN EMBOFF WiLL TRAVEL
10 THE SITE TO ATTENPT RECOVERY OF THE RERAINS. NTER
FIVE YEARS: HOWEVER: THERE IS NO CERTRINTY WE WILL FIND
MRYTHING: EVEN IF WE KNOW PRECISELY WAERE YD LOGK. EHD
COMNERT,  $TROOCK
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